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WINE COUNTRY FIRES 


County leaders found | 
unready for disaster 


By Joaquin Palomino The 34-page review, pro- 
duced by the California Office 

Sonoma County’s emergen- of Emergency Services at the 
cy managers were not properly | request of county officials, 
prepared to warn people about | found, among other things, 
the massive wildfires that that Sonoma County’s proce- 
swept across the North Bay in | dures for issuing emergency 
October and claimed 25 lives in | alerts to residents in the fires’ 
the county, according to a path were “uncoordinated and 
long-anticipated state report included gaps, overlaps, and 
released Monday. redundancies.” 


During the early hours of 
the disaster, the report says, 
the county “lacked reliable, 
timely, and coordinated situa- 
tional awareness as to the 
scale, size, and scope of the 
fires’ growth, character, and 
movement.” 

The Sonoma County Board 
of Supervisors is scheduled to 
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Wildfires devastated neighborhoods in Santa Rosa and other 
Fires continues on A10 areas of Sonoma County, where few people received warnings. 


“It looked like I’d never left. ... One by one all the old places are going.” 


Bob McIntyre, Stanford class of 1958 and longtime patron of Menlo Park’s Oasis 


Photos by Paul Chinn / The Chronicle 
Violeta Duran fills orders at the Oasis Beer Garden, fondly known as “the O,” set to shut its doors March 7. 


Peninsula spot to close 
— generations grieve 


By Sam Whiting 


The first urgent text came to Bob McIn- 
tyre from his ex-wife in Wyoming at 5 a.m. 
The second one came from his son in Spain 
an hour later. Both messages were the 
same: The Oasis is closing. 

By the time McIntyre, 81, could get to 
“the O,” as the Oasis Beer Garden is 
known, it was lunchtime. The small park- 
ing lot on El Camino Real in Menlo Park 
was full, and the line of mourners 
stretched to the door. The bad news had 
been announced the evening before, and 
they were here to pay their respects. 

“I walked in, and it looked like I’d never 
left from 1954 or ’55,” said McIntyre, who is 
Stanford class of ’58, meaning he’d started 
drinking beer there as a freshman or sopho- 
more, as was tradition. He stayed in Palo 5 z l TE ——— 
Alto and raised five kids on burgers atthe O. Pilar Manjarrez, who has been dining at the Oasis for over 35 

Oasis continues on A7 years, waits in a booth while her son orders lunch. 


ANALYSIS 
Urgency 
gone from 
debate on 
‘Dreamers’ 


High court’s refusal 
to take up DACA puts 
issue on back burner 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court’s refusal Monday to take up 
President Trump’s order to end depor- 
tation protections for 690,000 young 
immigrants by next Monday effectively 
deprives both the administration and 
Democrats of leverage to make major 
changes to U.S. immigration law — at 
least for now. 

“The urgency has been completely 
sucked out of it,” said Cesar Vargas, 
co-director of the Dream Action Coali- 
tion, a group push- 
ing for legal status. 

President Trump 


» Protection 
upheld: S.F. 


had canceled the judge’s ruling 
Deferred Action for means DACA 
Childhood Arrivals, program won't 


be terminated 


or DACA, program, 
next week. A6 


created by former 
President Barack 
Obama by executive 
order, and gave 
Congress until next 
Monday to devise a 
permanent fix. The 
program provides 
legal status to 
690,000 undocumented immigrants 
who arrived in the country as minors. 

But a San Francisco federal judge 
blocked Trump’s directive on Jan. 9 
and, on Monday, the Supreme Court 
rejected the administration’s emergen- 
cy appeal. The justices ordered the case 
to proceed through regular channels, 
effectively keeping the program alive 
for at least a year until the courts issue 
a final decision. 

Trump had used the looming depor- 
tation threat to pressure Democrats to 
meet his demands to reduce legal im- 
migration and spend billions of dollars 
on a border wall, in exchange for pro- 
viding the young immigrants legal 
status. 

“Democrats were pretty much on the 
edge of a cliff,” Vargas said, where the 
administration could say, “Take this, or 


» Editorial: 
Supreme Court 
is right to let 
Congress deal 
with the issue it 
created. A9 
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nerable to fire in virtually every corner 
of California, but a dense tract of ever- 
green forest in northern Mendocino 
County remained wet and healthy. 

The reason, say the authors of a 
study published Monday, is that the 
trees are hydrating from the rock deep 
beneath them. 

Scientists have long known that tree 
roots push their way through soil to 
the weathered bedrock. But the new 
study, conducted by researchers at UC 
Berkeley and the University of Texas at 
Austin, suggests the roots sometimes 
drop 50 feet or more, to a place where 
there’s a lot more water than previ- 
ously thought. 


could change the narrative of how wa- 
ter flows to streams and disperses into 
the atmosphere. 

“I think we’ve identified an unrecog- 
nized process in the earth’s surface that 
matters to a lot of things,” said William 
Dietrich, an earth and planetary scien- 
tist at UC Berkeley and co-author of the 
study. “This discovery of ‘rock mois- 
ture’ makes us have to look at a lot 
more questions.” 

In the old-growth forest west of Lay- 
tonville, Dietrich and the study’s lead 
author, Daniella Rempe of the Universi- 
ty of Texas at Austin, used neutron 
probes to measure how much 
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